
City of Maple Ridge 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

2. MINUTES 

2.1 Minutes of Council Workshop Meetings 
• November 28, 2016
• December 5, 2016

3. PRESENTATIONS AT THE REQUEST OF COUNCIL 

4. MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 

5. UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 

5.1 Proposed Parks, Recreation and Cultural Facilities Consultation 
- Survey Update Presentation
• Jennifer Wilson, Jennifer Wilson Consultants

5.2 Children and Youth Programming Presentation 
• David Speers, Recreation Coordinator Health and Wellness

COUNCIL WORKSHOP AGENDA 
January 9, 2017 

10:00 a.m. 
Blaney Room, 1st Floor, City Hall 

The purpose of the Council Workshop is to review and discuss policies and 
other items of interest to Council. Although resolutions may be passed at 
this meeting, the intent is to make a consensus decision to send an item to 
Council for debate and vote or refer the item back to staff for more 
information or clarification. The meeting is live streamed and recorded by 
the City of Maple Ridge. 
 

REMINDERS 

January 9, 2017 
Closed Council         following Workshop 
Committee of the Whole Meeting 1:00 p.m. 
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5.3 Metro Vancouver Sewerage Extension Provisions 
 

Staff report dated January 9, 2017 recommending that the report be forwarded to 
the Greater Vancouver Regional District in response to the proposed Greater 
Vancouver Regional District, Regional Growth Strategy Amendments Bylaw No. 
1236, 2016. 

 
5.4 Snow Clearing Update 
 

Verbal update by the General Manager of Public Works and Development  
 
5.5 2017 Property Assessments and Taxation 
 
 Presentation by the Manager of Financial Planning 
 
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
6.1 Upcoming Events 
 
January 26, 2017 
4:00 p.m. 

The Chamber Office Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting, 20214 
Lougheed Highway 
Organizer: Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows Chamber of Commerce 

                      
 
 
7. BRIEFING ON OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST/QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL 
 
 Links to member associations: 
 

• Union of British Columbia Municipalities (“UBCM”) Newsletter The Compass 
o http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-

archive.html 
 
• Lower Mainland Local Government Association (“LMLGA”) 

o http://www.lmlga.ca/ 
 

• Federation of Canadian Municipalities (“FCM”) 
o https://www.fcm.ca/ 

 
  

http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-archive.html
http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-archive.html
http://www.lmlga.ca/
https://www.fcm.ca/
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8. MATTERS DEEMED EXPEDIENT 
 
 
9. NOTICE OF CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

The meeting will be closed to the public pursuant to Sections 90 (1) and 90 (2) of 
the Community Charter as the subject matter being considered relates to the 
following: 
 
1. Personal information about an identifiable individual who holds or is being 

considered for a position on a Committee of Council. 
 
2. The acquisition of land or improvements of which the council considers that 

disclosure might reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the 
municipality. 

 
3. Any other matter that may be brought before the Council that meets the 

requirements for a meeting closed to the public pursuant to Sections 90 (1) 
and 90 (2) of the Community Charter or Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. 

 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT   
 
 
 
Checked by: ___________ 
Date: _________________ 
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Rules for Holding a Closed Meeting 
 
Section 90(1)   A part of a council meeting may be closed to the public if the subject matter being considered 

relates to one or more of the following: 

(a)  personal information about an identifiable individual who holds or is being considered for a position as an 
officer, employee or agent of the municipality or another position appointed by the municipality;  

(b)  personal information about an identifiable individual who is being considered for a municipal award or honour, 
or who has offered to provide a gift to the municipality on condition of anonymity;  

(c) labour relations or employee negotiations;  

(d)  the security of property of the municipality;  

(e)  the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or improvements, if the council considers that disclosure 
might reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality;  

(f)  law enforcement, if the council considers that disclosure might reasonably be expected to harm the conduct of 
an investigation under or enforcement of an enactment; 

(g)  litigation or potential litigation affecting the municipality;  

(h)  an administrative tribunal hearing or potential administrative tribunal hearing affecting the municipality, other 
than a hearing to be conducted by the council or a delegate of council 

(i)   the receipt of advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications necessary for that 
purpose;  

(j)  information that is prohibited or information that if it were presented in a document would be prohibited from 
disclosure under section 21 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act;  

(k)  negotiations and related discussions respecting the proposed provision of a municipal service that are at their 
preliminary stages and that, in the view of the council, could reasonably be expected to harm the interests of 
the municipality if they were held in public; 

(l)  discussions with municipal officers and employees respecting municipal objectives, measures and progress 
reports for the purposes of preparing an annual report under section 98 [annual municipal report] 

(m) a matter that, under another enactment, is such that the public may be excluded from the meeting; 

(n) the consideration of whether a council meeting should be closed under a provision of this subsection of 
subsection (2) 

(o) the consideration of whether the authority under section 91 (other persons attending closed meetings) should 
be exercised in relation to a council meeting. 

Section 90(2)   A part of a council meeting must be closed to the public if the subject matter being considered 
relates to one or more of the following: 

(a)  a request under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act , if the council is designated as head 
of the local public body for the purposes of that Act in relation to the matter; 

(b)  the consideration of information received and held in confidence relating to negotiations between the 
municipality and a provincial government or the federal government or both, or between a provincial 
government or the federal government or both and a third party; 

(c)  a matter that is being investigated under the Ombudsperson Act of which the municipality has been notified 
under section 14 [Ombudsperson to notify authority] of that Act; 

(d)  a matter that, under another enactment, is such that the public must be excluded from the meeting; 

(e)  a review of a proposed final performance audit report for the purpose of providing comments to the auditor 
general on the proposed report under section 23 (2) of the Auditor General for Local Government Act . 

 

http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96165_00
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96340_01
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/12005_01


2.1 Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 
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  City of Maple Ridge 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP MINUTES 

November 28, 2016 

The Minutes of the City Council Workshop held on November 28, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Blaney Room of City Hall, 11995 Haney Place, Maple Ridge, British Columbia 
for the purpose of transacting regular City business. 

PRESENT 

Elected Officials Appointed Staff 
Mayor N. Read E.C. Swabey, Chief Administrative Officer
Councillor K. Duncan K. Swift, General Manager of Community Development,
Councillor B. Masse Parks, Recreation and Culture
Councillor G Robson P. Gill, General Manager Corporate and Financial Services
Councillor T. Shymkiw F. Quinn, General Manager Public Works and Development
Councillor C. Speirs Services 

L. Darcus, Manager of Legislative Services
Absent A. Gaunt, Confidential Secretary
Councillor C. Bell Other Staff as Required

R. Stott, Environmental Planner
D. Cramb, Senior Recreation Manager
M. Myers, Marketing and Communications Coordinator,
Parks, Recreation and Culture
T. Camire, Administrative Assistant, Communications

Note:  These Minutes are posted on the City Web Site at www.mapleridge.ca 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was adopted with the removal of the following:

4. Mayor and Councillors’ Reports

http://www.mapleridge.ca/
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2. MINUTES  
 
2.1 Minutes of the November 21, 2016 Council Workshop Meeting  
 
R/2016-528 
It was moved and seconded 

That the minutes of the Council Workshop Meeting of November 21, 2016 
be adopted as circulated. 

 
   CARRIED 
 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS AT THE REQUEST OF COUNCIL – Nil  
 
 
Note:  Item 4.0 was removed from the agenda 
 
4 MAYOR’S AND COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
 
5. UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
5.1 Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation Approval of 2017 Phase One 

Investment Plan 
 

Mayor Read introduced Mike Buda, Executive Director, TransLink Mayors’ 
Council. 
 
Mr. Buda introduced Sarah Ross, News Director of Systems Planning.  He 
gave a power point presentation providing information on Phase One of the 
10-Year Vision for Regional Transportation approved by the TransLink Mayors’ 
Council.  He spoke to the success story for sustainable transportation in Metro 
Vancouver and the concerns with the lack of growth in transit since 2009 
compared to growth in population and outlined the vision to improve transit in 
the region going forward.  He provided highlights of the 10 Year vision 
established since the referendum on transit and advised on the 2017 
Investment Plan as Phase One of the implementation of the 10-Year Vision.  
 
Ms. Ross provided information on improvements to the transit system in 
Maple Ridge. 
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5.2 Provincial Updates on Purpose Built Housing Facility and Interim Plan 
 
 Invitations issued to: 
 

• Honourable Rich Coleman, Minister of Natural Gas Development and 
Minister Responsible for Housing 

• Doug Bing, MLA Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows 
• Marc Dalton, MLA Maple Ridge-Mission 
• Shane Ramsey, Chief Executive Officer, BC Housing  
• Dominic Flanagan, Executive Director of Supported Housing, BC Housing 

  
 Due to other commitments, none of the invitees were able to attend. 
 
R/2016-529 
It was moved and seconded 

That staff send a letter requesting an update and invite them to attend a 
future meeting. 

 
 CARRIED 

 
 
5.3 Fisheries Act Reform 2017 
 

The Environmental Planner gave a power point presentation providing the 
following information: 
 

• Background on the 2016 Federal Fisheries Act Reform 
• Key issues and concerns with the proposed revisions 

 
R/2016-530 
It was moved and seconded 

That the Mayor be authorized to sign a letter to the federal Standing 
Committee on Fisheries & Oceans to provide input into the proposed Fisheries 
Act reform measures including feedback and requests from Mayor and 
Council in addition to local community environmental stewardship advisory 
groups; and further 
 
That a copy of the letter be sent to other appropriate agencies and relevant 
stakeholders.  
 

 CARRIED 
 

Councillor Robson - OPPOSED 
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5.4 Parks, Recreation and Culture Infrastructure Consultation Process 
 

The Senior Recreation Manager introduced the topic. 
 
The Marketing and Communications Coordinator provided a visual tour of the 
pages on the City’s website providing access and information on the 
Community Facilities Conversation.   

 
 
6.0 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
6.1 Upcoming Events 
 
December 3, 2016 
3:00 p.m. 

Downtown Maple Ridge Christmas Market – Leisure Centre 
Organizer: Downtown Maple ridge Business Improvement 
Association 

 
 
 
7. BRIEFING ON OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST/QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL – Nil 
 
 
8. MATTERS DEEMED EXPEDIENT – Nil  
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT – 11:03 a.m. 
 
 

   _______________________________ 
   N. Read, Mayor 
 
Certified Correct 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
L. Darcus, Corporate Officer 



 
 

City of Maple Ridge 
 

COUNCIL WORKSHOP MINUTES 
 

December 5, 2016 
 
The Minutes of the City Council Workshop held on December 5, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Blaney Room of City Hall, 11995 Haney Place, Maple Ridge, British Columbia 
for the purpose of transacting regular City business. 
  
 
PRESENT  
  
Elected Officials Appointed Staff 
Mayor N. Read E.C. Swabey, Chief Administrative Officer 
Councillor K. Duncan K. Swift, General Manager of Community Development, 
Councillor B. Masse Parks and Recreation Services 
Councillor G Robson P. Gill, General Manager Corporate and Financial Services  
Councillor T. Shymkiw F. Quinn, General Manager Public Works and Development 
Councillor C. Speirs Services 
 L. Darcus, Manager of Legislative Services  
Absent A. Gaunt, Confidential Secretary 
Councillor C. Bell Other Staff as Required 
 D. Pollock, Municipal Engineer 
 C. Carter, Director of Planning 
 M. Pym, Environmental Technician 
 H. Exner, Fire Chief 
  
 
Note:  These Minutes are posted on the City Web Site at www.mapleridge.ca 
 
1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 

The agenda was adopted as circulated.  
 
 

2. MINUTES – Nil 
 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS AT THE REQUEST OF COUNCIL – Nil  
 
 
4 MAYOR’S AND COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 

Councillor Robson 
Councillor Robson attended the Christmas Parade and event 

 
  

http://www.mapleridge.ca/
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 Councillor Duncan 

Councillor Duncan attended a meeting with Michael Anhorn from the 
Canadian Mental Health Association. 

 
 Councillor Speirs 

Councillor Speirs attended the Christmas Parade and event 
 
 Mayor Read 

Mayor Read thanked all for the work done on business planning.  She met 
with representatives from the Ministry of Child and Family Development and 
attended a meeting of the Strong Kids team. 
 

 
5. UNFINISHED AND NEW BUSINESS 

 
5.1 Asset Management Planning Program 
 

Staff report dated December 5, 2016 recommending that the application to 
the Asset Management Planning Program for the Integrated Asset 
Management Strategy for up to $10,000 in matching funds be endorsed. 
 
The Municipal Engineer reviewed the staff report. 

 
R/2016-549 
It was moved and seconded 

That the application to the Asset Management Planning Program for up to 
$10,000 in matching funds be endorsed; and 
 
That the City of Maple Ridge provide overall grant management of funds for 
the Integrated Asset Management Strategy, should the funding application be 
approved. 

 
 CARRIED 

  
5.2 Canada-British Columbia Clean Water and Wastewater Fund 
 

Staff report dated December 5, 2016 recommending that an application to 
the Clean Water and Wastewater Fund for the 225 Street Pump Station and 
Force Main Update – Phase 1 be endorsed. 
 
The Municipal Engineer reviewed the staff report. 

 
R/2016-550 
It was moved and seconded 

That the application to the Clean Water and Wastewater Fund for “225 Street 
Sewage Pump Station and Force Main Upgrade – Phase One” be endorsed; 
and 
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That the 2017-2021 Financial Plan Bylaw includes sufficient funding for the 
City’s share of the Phase One project costs.  

 
 CARRIED 

 
5.3 Environmental Management Strategy Implementation – Soil Deposit 

Regulation Bylaw Review Process Update and Draft Bylaw 
 

Staff report dated December 5, 2016 providing an update on the public 
consultation process on the soil deposit regulation bylaw and a summary of 
the draft bylaw amendments reflective of feedback from residents and local 
businesses. 

 
The Environmental Technician gave a PowerPoint presentation providing 
information on the public consultation process to date, community feedback, 
the draft soil deposit bylaw and proposed changes to that bylaw and the next 
steps in the process. 
 

5.4 Letter to JIBC Requesting Reduced Costs 
 

Letter dated December 2, 2016 from the City of Maple Ridge to the Justice 
Institute of BC.  
 
The Fire Chief reviewed the letter to be sent to the Justice Institute of BC. 
 

R/2016-551 
It was moved and seconded 

That the letter to the Justice Institute of BC be approved as written and 
sent to the Institute.  

 
 CARRIED 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
6.1 Upcoming Events 
 
December 7, 2016 
7:00 p.m. 

Naloxone Training Session – Greg Moore Youth Centre 
Organizer:  Strong Kids Team and Alouette Addictions 

December 9, 2016 
8:45 a.m.  

Grand Opening of Shipley’s No Frills – 22427 Dewdney Trunk 
Road 
Organizer:  Loblaw Companies Limited 
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7. BRIEFING ON OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST/QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL  
 
 Links to member associations: 
 

• Union of British Columbia Municipalities (“UBCM”) Newsletter The 
Compass 
o http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-

archive.html 
 
• Lower Mainland Local Government Association (“LMLGA”) 

o http://www.lmlga.ca/ 
 

• Federation of Canadian Municipalities (“FCM”) 
o https://www.fcm.ca/ 

 
 
8. MATTERS DEEMED EXPEDIENT  
 
 
9. NOTICE OF CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 
R/2016-552 
It was moved and seconded 

That the Council meeting immediately following this meeting be closed to the 
public pursuant to Section 90(1) and 90 (2) of the Community Charter as the 
subject matter being considered relates to the following: 
 
1. Personal information about an identifiable individual who being 

considered for a position on a Committee of Council. 
 
2. The acquisition of land and improvements of which the council considers 

that disclosure might reasonably be expected to harm the interests of 
the municipality; 

 
3. Any other matter that may be brought before the Council that meets the 

requirements for a meeting closed to the public pursuant to Sections 90 
(1) and 90 (2) of the Community Charter or Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act.  

 
 CARRIED 

 
 
 
  

http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-archive.html
http://www.ubcm.ca/EN/main/resources/past-issues-compass/2016-archive.html
http://www.lmlga.ca/
https://www.fcm.ca/
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10. ADJOURNMENT – 11:23 a.m. 
 
 

   _______________________________ 
   N. Read, Mayor 
 
Certified Correct 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
L. Darcus, Corporate Officer 



City of Maple Ridge 

TO: Her Worship Mayor Nicole Read MEETING DATE: January 9, 2017 

and Members of Council  FILE NO: 11-5340-01

FROM: Chief Administrative Officer MEETING: Workshop

SUBJECT: Metro Vancouver Sewerage Extension Provisions 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Board of Directors of the Greater Vancouver Regional District (Metro Vancouver) has initiated 

minor amendment procedures for proposed amendments to the Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) 

Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future regarding the process related to extension of sewerage 

services and has reached out to all member municipalities seeking written comments, if any, on the 

proposed amendments by January 13, 2017.  

The minor amendments, if approved by Metro Vancouver, provide improved clarity and consistency 

to the requests for sewer servicing of lands within a Rural, Agricultural or Conservation and 

Recreation regional land use designations outside the Urban Containment Boundary. As well, the 

Metro Vancouver amending bylaw provides greater levels of flexibility in the process for requesting 

extensions to regional sewerage services.  

Upon review of the proposed amendments it is believed that the changes to the wording in the 

Regional Growth Strategy remain consistent with the City’s Official Community Plan. However to 

strengthen the proposed Bylaw Implementation Guideline #7 document and to provide more 

regional consistency the following revisions are proposed and described in further detail within the 

body of the report: 

1. Section 2.3.1; There is a lack of clarity regarding the definition of prohibitive costs

2. Section 2.3.2; On a Regional scale “not significant” exemptions have the potential to lead to

a significant expansion of the sewer system and further clarity needs to be provided.

3. Clarify the process for renovations or changes to sewer capacity

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the staff report dated January 9, 2017 titled “Metro Vancouver Sewerage Extension Provisions” 

in response to the proposed Greater Vancouver Regional District, Regional Growth Strategy 

Amendments Bylaw No. 1236, 2016 be forwarded to the Greater Vancouver Regional District. 

5.3



DISCUSSION:    

 

a) Background Context: 

 

Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future was adopted in July 2011, with a number of policies 

speaking to the coordination within Metro Vancouver regarding the extension of the regional 

sewerage services. The overall intent was to ensure alignment between Metro 2040 policies, as 

governed by the Metro Vancouver Board, and regional works and services governed by the 

GVS&DD. Specifically, the Metro 2040 provisions restricted the extension of the regional 

sewerage service into areas within the Rural, Agricultural or Conservation and Recreation 

regional land use designations. Exceptions related to public health matters, preservation of 

natural and agricultural lands, and the protection the agri-tourism were provided. 

 

Since the adoption of Metro 2040, Metro Vancouver has reviewed a number of applications by 

member municipalities to extend regional sewerage services beyond the Urban Containment 

Boundary. Through those processes, Metro Vancouver identified three key implementation 

issues, as paraphrased below: 

 

 The need to allow the Metro Vancouver some flexibility in applying Metro 2040 provisions 

for minor cases that were deemed  ‘inconsistent’ with RGS policies, but had no impact on 

Metro 2040 implementation; 

 Existing criteria in defining exceptions to Metro 2040 sewerage extensions were seen as 

too broad and ambiguous; 

 Clear decision-making procedures for the roles of the GVRD and GVS&DD Boards and 

other Metro Vancouver departments were needed in consideration of sewerage 

extension applications.  

 

Proposed Metro Vancouver Amendments  

 

In the development of the GVRD RGS Amendment Bylaw 1236, 2016, Metro Vancouver 

developed policy language to help clarify the criteria used to define appropriate exceptions for 

the extension of the regional sewerage system. Metro Vancouver also developed a set of 

implementation guidelines (Implementation Guideline #7) as part of the bylaw to outline the 

necessary application procedures. The guidelines state clearly that all sewerage extension 

applications must be submitted to the GVS&DD Board by the respective municipality following a 

Council resolution, and also outlines the technical assessment and review processes that will be 

undertaken by the Metro Vancouver Boards.  

 

Generally, the Metro Vancouver proposed amendments are intended to: 

 

 Maintain the policy direction that restricts extension of regional sewerage services to 

Rural, Agricultural or Conservation and Recreation designated lands that are outside the 

Urban Containment Boundary; 

 Provide the GVRD Board with guidance to consider exceptions to extend the regional 

sewerage system; 

 Establish clear application and review procedures and defined decision making roles for 

the Metro Vancouver Boards regarding extension requests; 

 Ensure consistency by linking regional policy with existing Provincial regulations; 



 Allow flexibility for considering exceptions to sewerage service extensions/connections 

that are not inconsistent with the Urban Containment Boundary or where a qualified 

professional recommends that on-site septic treatment systems are not feasible; 

 Maintain GVRD Board discretion to determine when a sewerage extension request is 

inconsistent with the broader policies of Metro 2040.    

The proposed amendment Bylaw and Metro Vancouver report are included in Appendix A of this 

report. 

Assessment of Amendments 

 

The intent of establishing the GVS&DD Fraser Sewerage Area (FSA) was to contain urban 

development across the Region. A key consideration for the City in the review of the proposed 

regional amendments is how well the revised language balances Metro Vancouver’s interest for 

a measure of flexibility while ensuring the restrictions placed on sewerage extensions inherent to 

existing regional policies are not compromised. The potential for additional costs attributed to 

the City has also been assessed. 

 

With those perspectives, the proposed amendments to the bylaw and process are believed to be 

consistent with the approach the City has followed for FSA extension requests since the adoption 

of Metro 2040. Additionally, it is noted that the proposed Implementation Guideline #7 should 

provide greater consistency across the Region as well as flexibility in the consideration of future 

requests to extend regional sewerage systems. The Implementation Guideline #7 affirm that an 

extension application cannot be made to Metro Vancouver unless a municipality firsts initiates 

the process by a resolution of Council. A number of suggested changes have been identified 

below, that could strengthen the overall objective of containing urban development and 

improving consistency across the Region. 

  

The proposed amendments to Sections 1.1.1,(a), 1.3.1(a), 2.3.1(a) and 3.1.1(a) of the RGS 

Amending Bylaw No 1236, 2016 suggest that extensions of the regional sewage system to lands 

regionally designated Rural, Agricultural, or Conservation and Recreation may be considered 

where: 

 

 development is consistent with the regional land use designation; and 

 there is no impact to the goals of containing urban development; or  

 the extension is the only reasonable means to of preventing or alleviating a public health 

or environmental risk. 

 

Prohibitive Costs 

 

Although the proposed exemption for preventing rather than only alleviating a health concern is a 

positive change to the RGS Amendment Bylaw, Section 2.3.1 b) of the Implementation Guideline 

#7 identifies “prohibitive construction or maintenance costs” as one of the supportable 

justifications for why an on-site septic system is not a feasible solution to prevent or alleviate a 

public health or environmental risk. Cost should not be a determinant when considering if a 

septic system is feasible as this is a reflection on the viability of an application and not a physical 

site constraint. Clarity should be provided to the interpretation of “prohibitive” to identify the full 

life cycle costs to the municipality rather than the construction costs borne by the private owner. 

  



No Significant Impact 

 

Section 2.3.2 of the Implementation Guideline #7 deals with exceptions that have “no 

significant” impact on the Metro Vancouver 2040 provisions. Although a single property may not 

be significant from a regional capacity perspective, a single property approval can establish 

precedents and lead to additional requests within a municipality and across the Region, 

ultimately resulting in “significant” capacity changes on the downstream facilities. Further, such 

a perspective might lead to increased speculation and development interest outside of our Urban 

Area Boundary.  

 

As a member municipality where the proposed construction of a Regional Sanitary Sewage 

Overflow tank to address downstream capacity constraints may impact the development of 

critical employment lands it is believed that the FSA boundary should be maintained as a 

regional objective to preserve the available capacity.  As such the only reason a property should 

be connected to sewer outside of the Urban Containment Boundary is if there is a historic health 

concern that cannot be resolved on site as identified in 2.3.1. 

 

Renovations or Changes to Sewer Capacity 

 

Section 2.3.1 and 2.3.2 of the Implementation Guideline #7 also deals with the process for 

changes to the capacity of an approved extension to the sewage system. These sections identify 

that any servicing beyond the approved GVS&DD sewage boundary footprint requires a new 

application and that the proposed service connections are to be designed for the capacity to 

service the structures and use on the date of approval. These sections do not identify the 

process for future changes in capacity from within the approved GVS&DD sewage boundary 

footprint. Metro Vancouver should clarify if the intention of these sections is also to limit the 

intensification of the approved activity permitted within the GVS&DD Sewage Boundary Footprint 

and whether future intensification either through minor renovations or changes in use would 

require a resubmission to Metro Vancouver for approval or if this is be addressed at a municipal 

level.  

 

b) Policy Implications:  

 

The intent of the proposed Metro 2040 provisions to restrict extension of the regional sewerage 

system outside Metro Vancouver Urban Containment Boundary remains consistent with the 

City’s OCP policy to focus growth to within the City’s Urban Area Boundary. The proposed changes 

to the process related to extension of sewerage services present improved clarity and 

consistency to the process. The proposed Implementation Guideline #7 also sets out certain 

exemptions to allow more flexibility for the region to consider extensions of the GVS&DD outside 

of the Urban Containment Boundary, when necessary.  

 

c) Alternatives: 

 

Should Council have additional comments with the proposed amendment to Metro 2040, it 

should advise Metro Vancouver of its comments by January 13, 2017.  

 

The success of the proposed amendment Bylaw will be based upon a two-thirds weighted vote of 

the Metro Vancouver Board. In the absence of a written submission to the Region, the City of 

Maple Ridge will be deemed to have no concerns or objections to the proposed amendments. 

 

  



CONCLUSIONS: 

 

The proposed amendments to the process related to extension of sewerage services seen as 

generally positive steps given their intent to provide both the City and the Region with greater clarity, 

consistency and flexibility in the processing of requests from property owners to provide service 

connections and amend the GVS&DD sewage boundary. An amendment Bylaw for the Regional 

Growth Strategy Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future has been forwarded for comment to 

member municipalities by the Metro Vancouver Board. Member municipalities have until January 13, 

2017 to provide comments to Metro Vancouver. It is recommended that Council share with Metro 

Vancouver Board its comments, as outlined in this report, regarding the amendment.  

 

 

 

 

“Original signed by Stephen Judd”   

Prepared by:  Stephen Judd, PEng. 

Manager of Infrastructure Development  

 

 

“Original signed by Christine Carter” for   

Prepared by:  Brent Elliott, M.U.P., MCIP, RPP 

Manager of Community Planning 

 

 

“Original signed by David Pollock”   

Reviewed by: David Pollock PEng. 

  Municipal Engineer 

 

 

“Original signed by Frank Quinn”    

Approved by: Frank Quinn, MBA, PEng. 

GM: Public Works & Development Services 

 

 

“Original signed by E.C. Swabey”    

Concurrence: E.C. Swabey 

Chief Administrative Officer 
 

 

Appendix A – Notification Letter dated November 10, 2016 from Metro Vancouver entitled “Metro Vancouver 2040: Shaping our Future 

Amendment – Sewerage Extension Provisions” and attachments.  
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