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Cities as Water Supply Catchments: meaning access to water through 

a diversity of sources at a diversity of supply scales; 

Cities Providing Ecosystem Services: meaning the built environment 

functions to supplement and support the function of the natural 
environment; 

Cities Comprising Water Sensitive Communities: meaning socio-

political capital for sustainability exists and citizens’ decision-making and 
behaviour are water sensitive.

Wong, T., and Brown, R. (2009). The Water Sensitive City: Principles for Practice, 
Water Science and Technology, Vol 60(3) 2009, pp. 673-682.
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 influencing urban micro-climates

 enhancing urban ecology and 
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Spaces in the public domain are essential features of 

public amenities.  However, these urban landscapes must 

be functional beyond providing spatial amenities.  

Our knowledge of the traditional ‘values’ of open spaces 

and landscape features needs to be bolstered with an 

understanding of the ‘ecological functioning’ of the urban 

landscapes that capture the essences of sustainable 

water management, micro-climate influences, facilitation 

of carbon sinks and use for food production.
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Our cities are water 
supply catchments

Our cities provide 
ecosystem services 

Fit-for-purpose water sources

Recovering water, energy and nutrients

Ecological landscapes





Hallam Wetland Experiments













Facility for Advancing Water Biofiltration, Monash University
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flood waters 

1998199819992012



Street tree bioretention system
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