
 

 

1.1 British Columbia Fire Code 

4.3.8.  Installation of Underground Tanks 

4.3.8.6.  Installation 

1. Underground steel storage tanks shall be installed in conformance with Appendix B of CAN.ULC-
S603.1. "Galvanic Corrosion Protection Systems for Steel Underground Tanks for Flammable and 
Combustible Liquids."  

2. Underground reinforced plastic storage tanks shall be installed in conformance with Appendix A 
of CAN4-S615-M, "Reinforced Plastic Underground Tanks for Petroleum Products."  

3. Underground storage tanks shall not be placed in direct contact with reinforced concrete slabs 
but shall be separated by not less than 150 mm of sand or other suitable material to distribute 
evenly the weight of the tank on the supporting base.  

Section 4.10.  Withdrawal of Storage Tanks from Service 

4.10.1.- Scope 

4.10.1.1.  Application 

1. This Section applies to the procedures to be followed when storage tanks for flammable liquids 
or combustible liquids are removed, abandoned or temporarily taken out of service.  

4.10.2.  Rendering Storage Tanks Temporarily Out of Service 

4.10.2.1.  Underground Storage Tanks 

1. When underground storage tanks will be out of service for a period not exceeding 180 days  

 the liquid level in the storage tank shall be measured at intervals not greater than one month 
and a record of such measurements shall be retained for inspection.  

 fill pipe covers and covers over openings to measure liquid levels, dispensers and power controls 
shall be kept locked when not in use, and  

 vent piping shall be kept open  

4.10.3.  Removal of Underground Storage Tanks 



4.10.3.1.  Removal 

1. When underground storage tanks have no further use or have been out of service for 2 years, 
such tanks, together with connected piping and dispensers, shall  

 have all flammable liquids and combustible liquids removed from them  
 be purged of vapours, and  
 except as permitted in Article 4.10.3.2., be removed from the ground.  

    2.   If contaminated, soil surrounding the storage tanks described in Sentence (1) shall be 

replaced with clean fill. 

 

 

 

 


