
 

District of Maple Ridge 

 

 

TO: His Worship Mayor Ernie Daykin MEETING DATE: October 7, 2013 

 and Members of Council  FILE NO: 2013-061-CP 

FROM: Chief Administrative Officer MEETING: C of W  

 

SUBJECT: Second Reading 

Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No. 7002-2013  

 Maple Ridge Regional Context Statement 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

Council has been presented three reports since October 2012 (Oct. 15, 2012, March 18, 2013 and 

June 17, 2013) on the process for amending the current Regional Context Statement, the required 

consultation during the preparation or amendment to an Official Community Plan (Section 879 of 

the Local Government Act) and the draft Regional Context Statement. On July 23, 2013, Council 

gave First Reading to Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No. 7002-2013. 

 

The Local Government Act, Part 26, Section 866 requires that where a regional growth strategy is in 

effect for all or part of the same area where a municipal Official Community Plan is in effect, the 

Official Community Plan must include a Regional Context Statement that is accepted by the board of 

the regional district.  The Regional Context Statement must specifically identify the relationship 

between the Regional Growth Strategy (RGS) and the municipal Official Community Plan and, if 

applicable, identify how the OCP is to be made consistent with the RGS over time.  The RGS 

identifies that the RCS is generally consistent with the RGS goals, strategies and actions (RGS Policy 

6.2.6). 

 

Once approved, the Regional Context Statement will be adopted as a Chapter in the Official 

Community Plan.  On July 23, 2013, Council also passed a Resolution referring Bylaw No. 7002 – 

2013 to the Metro Vancouver Regional Board for acceptance. 

 

The Metro Vancouver Regional Board formally accepted the Maple Ridge Regional Context 

Statement on September 27, 2013.  As a result Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw 7002-

2013 can proceed through the bylaw approval process. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
1. That in accordance with Section 879 of the Local Government Act opportunity for early and 

on-going consultation has been provided by way of posting Official Community Plan Amending 

Bylaw No. 7002-2013  on the municipal website and Council considers it unnecessary to 

provide any further consultation opportunities, except by way of holding a Public Hearing on 

the bylaw; 
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2. That Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No. 7002-2013 be considered in 

conjunction with the Capital Expenditure Plan and Waste Management Plan; and 

 

3. That it be confirmed that Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No. 7002-

2013 is consistent with the Capital Expenditure Plan and Waste Management Plan. 

 

4. That Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No.7002-2013 be given Second 

Reading and be forwarded to the November 19, 2013 Public Hearing 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

a) Background Context: 

  

Council has been presented three reports since October 2012 (Oct. 15, 2012, March 18, 2013 and 

June 17, 2013) on the process for amending the current Regional Context Statement, the required 

consultation during the preparation or amendment to an Official Community Plan (Section 879 of 

the Local Government Act) and the draft Regional Context Statement. On July 23, 2013, Council 

gave First Reading to Official Community Plan Amending Bylaw No. 7002-2013. 

 

The Metro Vancouver Regional Growth Strategy was adopted by the Greater Vancouver Regional 

District Board on July 29, 2011.  The Regional Growth Strategy establishes five (5) policy goal areas 

that are aimed at integrating local land use plans, transportation services and infrastructure across 

the Region.  Each of the 5 goals includes a number of policies that outline the various 

responsibilities for the Region, local municipality and other governments and agencies necessary to 

successfully implement the Plan.  

 

Policy 6.2.6 of the Regional Growth Strategy identifies that the expectation of the Metro Vancouver 

Board is that the contents of an RCS are generally consistent with the RGS goals, strategies and 

actions and the parcel-based regional land use designations identified on Map 2 of the RGS.  The 

Maple Ridge RCS included the following four Regional land use designation changes 

Appendix B) as part of the RCS submission to the Metro Board: 

 

1. Lands spanning the North Alouette River – to change from ‘Conservation and Recreation’ to 

‘Agriculture’. 

2. Lands north of 144 Ave. – to change from ‘Conservation and Recreation’ to ‘Rural’. 

3. Site located north of 128th Ave. near Alouette Rd – to change from ‘Conservation and 

Recreation’ to ‘Rural’.  

4. Kanaka Business Park – to change from ‘Industrial’ and ‘Conservation and Recreation’ to 

‘Rural’ (Rural allows industrial as a permitted use). 
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b) Planning Analysis: 

 

Official Community Plan Policy Implications:  

 

Part 25, Section 866 of the Local Government Act requires that municipalities include regional 

context statements in their Official Community Plan and identify the relationship between the OCP 

and RGS and how the OCP will be made consistent with the RGS over time. 

 

The updated Regional Context Statement includes a number of statements identifying studies that 

the District is currently undertaking, but that may have policy implications to the Official Community 

Plan.  As each study is completed, Council will be made aware of the OCP policy implications and if 

any new or amended policies relate to the RGS.  These ‘work-toward’ statements in the RCS meet 

the intent of the requirement to show how the OCP will be made consistent with the Regional Growth 

Strategy.   

 

c) Interdepartmental Implications: 

 

The updated Regional Context Statement includes a variety of ‘work-toward’ statements that reflect 

work that is currently underway, including the Transportation Plan and Housing Action Plan.  Should 

these projects result in any Official Community Plan amendments, they would be discussed with 

Council in relation to their alignment with the policies contained within the Regional Growth Strategy. 

 

d) Intergovernmental Issues: 

 

Local Government Act: 

 

An amendment to the Official Community Plan requires the local government to consult with any 

affected parties and to adopt related bylaws in compliance with the procedures outlined in Section 

882 of the Act.  It has been determined that no additional consultation beyond existing procedures 

is required, except referral to the Provincial Agriculture Land Commission. 

 

Agricultural Land Commission  

 

The Regional Context Statement was referred to the Agricultural Land Commission for comment 

following First Reading of Bylaw No. 7002-2013.  Comments from Commission staff were received 

on July 24, 2013 with the following response: 

 

“This is to acknowledge today’s receipt of Maple Ridge’s draft Regional Context Statement in 

accordance with Section 882(3)(c) of the Local Government Act.  The Provincial Agricultural 

Land Commission will advise of any concerns under Section 46 of the Agricultural Land 

Commission Act or otherwise.” 

 

No additional comments have been received from the ALC. 
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e) Citizen/Customer Implications: 

 

As directed by Council on March 18, 2013, the draft Maple Ridge Regional Context Statement and 

questionnaire was placed on the District’s website for public input from June 18, 2013 through July 

12, 2013.   

 

No responses to the online questionnaire were received on the draft Regional Context Statement. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

The Metro Vancouver Regional Board formally accepted the Maple Ridge Regional Context 

Statement, including the four proposed Regional Land Use Designation changes at the September 

23, 2013 meeting.   

 

It is recommended that Second Reading be given to Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending 

Bylaw No.7002-2013 and be placed on the November 19, 2013 Public Hearing agenda. 

 

 

“Original signed by Jim Charlebois” 

_______________________________________________ 

Prepared by:  Jim Charlebois, MUPR, MCIP RPP 

  Manager of Community Planning 

   

"Original signed by Christine Carter" 

_______________________________________________ 

Approved by:  Christine Carter, M.PL, MCIP, RPP 

   Director of Planning 

 

"Original signed by Frank Quinn" 

_______________________________________________ 

Approved by:  Frank Quinn, MBA, P. Eng 

   GM: Public Works & Development Services 

 

"Original signed by J.L. (Jim) Rule" 

_______________________________________________ 

Concurrence:  J. L. (Jim) Rule 

Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 

The following appendices are attached hereto: 

Appendix A – OCP Amending Bylaw 7002-2013 

Appendix B – Regional Land Use Designation amendments 



CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF MAPLE RIDGE 

 

BYLAW NO. 7002 - 2013 

 

A Bylaw to amend the Official Community Plan 

_______________________________________ 

 

WHEREAS  Section 882 of the Local Government Act provides that the Council may revise the 

Official Community Plan; 

 

AND WHEREAS it is deemed desirable to amend Schedule "A" to the Official Community Plan; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the District of Maple Ridge, in open 

meeting assembled, ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. This Bylaw may be cited for all purposes as "Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Amending 

Bylaw No. 7002 – 2013” 

 

2. That Section 1.4 Regional Context Statement of the Maple Ridge Official Community Plan 

Bylaw No. 6425 – 2006 is hereby repealed and replaced with the document attached hereto 

as Appendix A. 

 

3. Delete Map Figure 7, titled “Liveable Region Strategic Plan Green Zone” 

 

4. Maple Ridge Official Community Plan Bylaw No.6425-2006 as amended is hereby amended 

accordingly. 

 

READ A FIRST TIME the 23rd day of July, 2013. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING HELD the       day of                     , 20   . 

 

READ A SECOND TIME the       day of                      , 20   . 

 

READ A THIRD TIME the       day of                    , 20   . 

 

RECONSIDERED AND FINALLY ADOPTED, the        day of                     , 20   . 

 

 

___________________________________ _____________________________ 

PRESIDING MEMBER CORPORATE OFFICER
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1.4 Regional Context Statement 
 
On July 29, 2011, The Metro Vancouver Board of Directors approved the Metro Vancouver 2040 

Regional Growth Strategy Bylaw, pursuant to Section 863(1) of the Local Government Act.    

 

Part 25 of the Local Government Act requires that an Official Community Plan must include a 

Regional Context Statement that is accepted in accordance with Section 866 of the Local 

Government Act by the Board of the Regional Government, in this case Metro Vancouver.  The 

Regional Context Statement must identify the relationship between the municipal Official 

Community Plan and the Regional Growth Strategy and if applicable, how the OCP will be made 

consistent with the Regional Growth Strategy over time. 

 

The Metro Vancouver 2040 Regional Growth Strategy is organized into five main goals: 

 

Goal 1:  Create a Compact Urban Area 

Goal 2:  Support a Sustainable Economy      

Goal 3:  Protect the Environment and Respond to Climate Change Impacts 

Goal 4:  Develop Complete Communities 

Goal 5:  Support Sustainable Transportation Choices 

 

The RGS also includes Regional Land Use Designations that are aimed at achieving the five goal 

areas of the Plan and include: 

 

 General Urban 

 Industrial 

 Mixed Employment 

 Rural 

 Agricultural 

 Conservation and Recreation 

 

In addition a Regional Urban Containment Boundary has been established as a long-term area for 

urban development across the Region, within which nine urban centres have been identified, 

including the Maple Ridge Town Centre. 

 

Official Community Plan – Studies Currently Underway (July 2013) 
 

The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking a number of significant studies that are 

anticipated to result in policy amendments to the Official Community Plan (as of July 2013).  

These studies include: 

 Commercial and Industrial Strategy – that will provide updated employment projections 

and policy recommendations that strengthen the employment base (commercial, 

industrial and other employment opportunities) within the District.   

 Strategic Transportation Plan – that will provide long-term direction for transportation 

network development and improvements, and may include revisions to the Major Corridor 

Network (OCP Figure 4), as well as other policy-related recommendations. 

 Environmental Management Strategy – that will strive to connect the existing policy basis 

contained within the Official Community Plan with environmental and watercourse 

development permit guidelines and other Official Community Plan policies. 
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 Housing Action Plan – as a requirement of the Regional Growth Strategy, that will follow 

Maple Ridge Council’s consideration of potential bylaw amendments (e.g. Zoning Bylaw, 

Parking Bylaw) related to Secondary Suites and Temporary Residential Uses. 

 Albion Flats Area Plan- preparation of an area plan for the Albion Flats area of Maple 

Ridge, currently designated as a Special Study Area within the Regional Growth Strategy. 

 Population and Dwelling Unit Projections – will be undertaken by the District to align with 

the Regional Growth Strategy projections prior to 2018. 

 

Each of the above projects is expected to contain policy recommendations that will be evaluated 

by District staff and within the context of the Regional Growth Strategy.  It is anticipated that these 

studies will contribute to Maple Ridge working toward consistency with the Regional Growth 

Strategy. 

 

Goal 1: Create a Compact Urban Area 
 

“Metro Vancouver’s growth is concentrated in compact communities with access to a range of 

housing choices, and close to employment, amenities and services.  Compact transit-oriented 

development patterns help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, and support both the 

efficient use of land and an efficient transportation network.”  

 

 

Strategy 1.1: Contain urban development within the Urban Containment 
Boundary 

 

Strategy 1.1.3a)  

Depict the Urban Containment Boundary 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies the Urban Area 

Boundary.  This boundary is generally consistent with the Urban Containment Boundary 

identified on the Maple Ridge Regional Context Statement - Regional Land Use 

Designations map. 

 

Strategy 1.1.3b)  

Provide municipal population, dwelling unit and employment projections 

 

 The 2041 RGS includes estimated projections for the District of Maple Ridge that are 

intended to provide guidance to assist in regional and local planning.   The estimated 

projections for Maple Ridge are: 

o Population  = 132 000 

o Dwelling Units  = 50 900 

o Employment  = 48 000 

 

 The District’s estimated projections are a guide for long-range planning purposes only and 

are the result of a comprehensive demographic analysis completed as part of the 2006 

Official Community Plan update.    The projections are generally consistent with the 2041 

RGS as follows: 

o Population  = 118,000* 

o Dwelling Units  = 45,000* 

o Employment  = 42 500** 
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*The population and dwelling unit projections are taken from the proposed updates to the 

RGS projections identified by Metro Vancouver that are reflective of the 2011 Census.  

The targets included are the low range for both population and dwelling units, as 

identified by Metro Vancouver  

 

**Employment projections have been taken from The Commercial & Industrial Strategy: 

2012 – 2041 prepared by G.P. Rollo & Associates, as received by Maple Ridge Council 

on November 26, 2012. 

 

 

Strategy 1.2: Focus Growth in Urban Centres and Frequent Transit  
   Development Areas 
 

Strategy 1.2.6a) 

Provide dwelling unit and employment projections that indicate the municipal share of planned 

growth and that contribute to achieving the regional share of growth for Urban Centres and 

Frequent Transit Development Areas 

 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 1.3 Assumptions and Targets identifies the 

population, density, housing and commercial projections for the Regional Town Centre to 

2021 as follows: 

o Population = 21,750 (approximately 24% of the total population) 

o Density  = 70 to 100 persons per hectare 

o Housing = 11,065 dwelling units (approximately 32.5% of total housing) 

o Commercial  goal to create between 0.25 to 0.75 new jobs for every new 

dwelling unit in the Town Centre. 

 The District of Maple Ridge will work toward undertaking a review of the population, 

density, housing and commercial goals within the Town Centre Area Plan boundaries, 

which forms the extent of the Regional City Centre.  This review will be to better align the 

projections for the Regional City Centre with the overall population, dwelling units and 

employment projections for the entire District. 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Frequent Transit Development Areas 

in Maple Ridge. The Official Community Plan is consistent with the RGS.  

 

1.2.6b) 

Include policies for Urban Centres which: 

i) Identify the general location, boundaries and types of Urban Centres on a map 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan identifies the boundaries of the Town Centre 

Area Plan, which aligns with the location of the Regional Town Centre identified on Map 2: 

Regional Land Use Designations of the RGS. 

 

ii) Focus growth and development in Urban Centres 

 

 Chapter 2 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 – Compact & Unique Community 

 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Sections 1.2.1 Goals and Objectives; 1.3 Assumptions and 

Targets; 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements, policies 3-1 and 3-3. 
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iii) Encourage office development through policies and/or other financial incentives, such as 

zoning that reserves capacity for office uses and density bonus provisions; 

 

 Chapter 6.3 Commercial Opportunities, Section 6.3.1 Commercial Strategy, policy 6-20. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Chapter 3.2 General Land Use Requirements, 

policies 3-1 and 3-2 

 

iv) In coordination with the provision of transit service, establish or maintain reduced residential 

and commercial parking requirements in Urban Centres, where appropriate 

 

 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan parking standard; Section 5.0 Multi-Modal Transportation 

Network, policies 5-4, 5-5 and 5-6. 

 

1.2.6c) 

Include policies for Frequent Transit Development Areas which: 

i) Identify on a map, in consultation with TransLink, the general location and boundaries of 

Frequent Transit Development Areas 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Frequent Transit Development Areas 

in Maple Ridge. 

 

ii) Focus growth and development in Frequent Transit Development Areas 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Frequent Transit Development Areas 

in Maple Ridge.

iii) In coordination with the provision of transit service, establish or maintain reduced residential 

and commercial parking requirements in Urban Centres, where appropriate 

 

The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Frequent Transit Development Areas in 

Maple Ridge.  

 

1.2.6d) 

Include policies for General Urban areas which: 

i) Identify the General Urban areas and their boundaries on a map generally consistent with the 

Regional Land Use Designations map (Map 2) 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies lands 

designated Urban Residential; Commercial, Industrial, Institutional, Parks and 

Conservation and Urban Reserve that are located within the Urban Area Boundary.  These 

land uses are generally consistent with the Regional Land Use Designations of “General 

Urban”, “Industrial” and “Conservation and Recreation” identified on the Maple Ridge 

Regional Context Statement - Regional Land Use Designations map. 

 

ii) Ensure development in General Urban areas outside of Urban Centres and Frequent Transit 

Development Areas are generally lower density that development in General Urban areas within 

Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policy 2-3. 
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 Section 10.1 Area Planning of the Official Community Plan establishes the area planning 

program for the District.  In addition, Sections 10.2 – Albion Area Plan; 10.3 Silver Valley 

Area Plan; and 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan establish policies and guidelines for 

development within each of the area plan boundaries. 

 Section 3.1.3 Residential Designations, Urban Residential policies 3-18 1) Neighbourhood 

Residential and 3-18 2) Major Corridor Residential. 

 Section 3.1.4 Residential Infill and Compatibility Criteria, policies 3-19, 3-20 and 3-21. 

 

iii) where appropriate, identify small scale Local Centres in the General Urban areas that provide 

a mix of housing types, local-serving commercial activities and good access to transit. 

 

The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Local Centres in the District of Maple Ridge.  

However, the following OCP policies reflect the spirit and intent of a ‘local centre’ as identified in 

the RGS: 

 

 Section 6.3.5 Community Commercial Node, policies 6-26, 6-27, 6-28 and 6-29. 

 Section 6.3.6 Neighbourhood Commercial Centres, policies 6-30, 6-31, 6-32 and 6-33. 

 Section 6.3.8 Historic Commercial, policies 6-37, 6-38 and 6-39. 

 Chapter 10.3 Silver Valley Area Plan, Section 5.2 River Village and 5.2.3 Main Street 

Commercial Areas. 

 

iv) exclude non-residential major trip-generating uses, as defined in the Regional Context 

Statement, from those portions of General Urban areas outside of Urban Centres and Frequent 

Transit Development Areas 

 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policy 7-11. 

 

v) encourage infill development by directing growth to established areas, where possible; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policy 2-3. 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, Section 3.1.4 Residential Infill and Compatibility Criteria, policies 

3-19, 3-20 and 3-21. 

 

1.2.6e) 

include policies that, for Urban Centres or Frequent Transit Development Areas that overlay 

Industrial, Mixed Employment, or Conservation and Recreation areas, the Industrial, Mixed 

Employment, and Conservation and Recreation intent and policies prevail, except in the Mixed 

Employment areas contained within the overlay area; 

 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 2.2.1 Protection of Natural Features, 

policies 2-1, 2-2, 2-13, 2-14 and 2-15. 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Frequent Transit Development Areas 

or Mixed Employment lands within the District of Maple Ridge. 
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1.2.6f) 

for Urban Centres, Frequent Transit Development Areas and General Urban areas, include 

policies which: 

i) support continued industrial uses by minimizing the impacts of urban uses on industrial 

activities; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, policy 2-1. 

 Section 6.4.1 Industrial Lands, policies 6-40, 6-41 and 6-42. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments for the support, protection and intensification of industrial land uses. 

 

ii) encourage safe and efficient transit, cycling and walking; 

 

 Chapter 7.3 Transit 

 Chapter 7.4 Cyclists 

 Chapter 7.5 Pedestrians 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.2 Defining the Transportation Network. 

 

iii) implement transit priority measures, where appropriate; 

 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-3, 7-4 and 7-5. 

 Chapter 7.3 Transit, policies 7-16 through 7-24. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.2 Defining the Transportation Network, 

policies 5-12 and 5-13. 

 

iv) support district energy systems and renewable energy generation, where appropriate. 

 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 2.2 Integrating Green Infrastructure, policy 

2-19. 

 Chapter 5.5 Air Quality, policies 5-39 & 5-40. 

 Chapter 5.6 Preparing for Climate Change. 

 

 

 
Strategy 1.3: Protect Rural areas from urban development 
 

1.3.3a) identify the Rural areas and their boundaries on a map generally consistent with the 

Regional Land Use Designations map (Map 2); 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies land uses 

outside of the Urban Area Boundary that include Agricultural, Park, Parks Within the ALR, 

Forest, Rural Residential, Suburban Residential, Estate Suburban Residential and 

Conservation.  These land uses are generally consistent with the Regional Land Use 

Designations of “Rural” and “Conservation and Recreation” identified on the Maple Ridge 

Regional Context Statement - Regional Land Use Designations map. 
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1.3.3b) limit development to a scale, form, and density consistent with the intent for the Rural 

 land use designation, and that is compatible with on-site sewer servicing; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policies 2-4 and 2-6. 

 Chapter 2.2 .2.2 Land Use Designations, Agricultural, Rural Residential, Suburban 

Residential, Estate Suburban Residential. 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, Section 3.1.3 Residential Designations, Rural Residential policies 

3-6 through 3-9, Suburban Residential policies 3-10 through 3-13 and Estate Suburban 

Residential policies 3-14 through 3-17. 

 Chapter 9.1 Municipal Services, Section 9.1.2 Septic Systems, policies 9-5 and 9-6. 

 

1.3.3 c) include policies which: 

i) specify the allowable density and form, consistent with Action 1.3.1, for land uses within the 

Rural land use designation; 

 

 Section 3.1.3 Residential Designations policies 3-6 through 3-17. 

 

ii) support agricultural uses within the Agricultural Land Reserve, and where appropriate, outside 

of the Agricultural Land Reserve. 

 

 Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community policy 2-6 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Sections 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy 

and 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture 
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Goal 2: Support a Sustainable Economy 
 

“The land base and transportation systems required to nurture a healthy business sector are 

protected and supported.  This includes supporting regional employment and economic growth.  

Industrial and agricultural land is protected and commerce flourishes in Urban Centres 

throughout the region.” 

 

 

Strategy 2.1 : Promote land development patterns that support a diverse  
regional economy and employment close to where people 
live 

 

2.1.4 a) include policies that support appropriate economic development in Urban Centres, 

Frequent Transit Development Areas, Industrial and Mixed Employment areas; 

 

 Chapter 6.1 Employment Generating Opportunities, policies 6-1, 6-2, 6-3 and 6-4  

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments for the support, protection and intensification of industrial land uses. 

 Chapter 6.3 Commercial Opportunities, policies 6-18, 6-20 and 6-21. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 1.2 – 8 Guiding Sustainability Principles, 

Section 1.2.1 Goals and Objectives, Principles: 1 Each Neighbourhood is Complete 6 Jobs 

are close to home; and 7 The Centre is distinctive, attractive and vibrant.  

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements 

policies 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-5, 3-6, 3-9, 3-14 and 3-15. 

 

2.1.4 b) support the development of office space in Urban Centres, through policies such as 

zoning that reserves land for office uses, density bonus provisions to encourage office 

development, variable development cost charges, and/or other financial incentives; 

 

 Chapter 6.3 Commercial Opportunities, Section 6.31 Commercial Strategy policies 6-17, 

6-18 and 6-21. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements, 

policies 3-2 and 3-6. 

 

2.1.4 c) include policies that discourage major commercial and institutional development outside 

of Urban Centres or Frequent Transit Development Areas; 

 

The Maple Ridge Regional City Centre is intended to serve as the main commercial area within the 

District and provides a number of significant municipal services and facilities. It is also intended 

to be the primary location for any future post-secondary or technical institutional uses that do not 

require special site characteristics found elsewhere in the District. 

 Chapter 4.2 Institutional, policies 4-31 through 4-37. 

 Chapter 6.3 Commercial Opportunities, Section 6.3.1 Commercial Strategy, policy 6-22. 
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2.1.4 d) show how the economic development role of Special Employment Areas, post secondary 

institutions and hospitals are supported through land use and transportation policies. 

 

 Chapter 6.5 Additional Employment Generating Opportunities, Section 6.5.5 Post 

Secondary Educational Institutions. 

 

 

Strategy 2.2 : Protect the supply of industrial land 
 

2.2.4 a) identify the Industrial areas and their boundaries on a map generally consistent with the 

Regional Land Use Designations map (Map 2); 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies land 

designated as Industrial and Rural Resource.  These lands are generally consistent with 

the Regional Land Use Designation of “Industrial” identified on Maple Ridge Regional 

Context Statement - Regional Land Use Designations map. 

 

2.2.4 b) include policies for Industrial areas which: 

i) support and protect industrial areas; 

 

 Chapter 6.4 Industrial Opportunities, Section 6.4.1 Industrial Lands, policies 6-40 through 

6-46. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments for the support, protection and intensification of industrial land uses. 

 

ii) support appropriate accessory uses, including commercial space and caretaker units; 

 

 Section 6.4.2 Business Parks, policy 6-47. 

 

iii) exclude uses which are inconsistent with the intent of industrial areas, such as medium and 

large format retail, residential uses (other than industrial caretaker units where necessary), and 

stand-alone office uses that are not supportive of industrial activities; 

 

Within the District, ‘business parks’ are intended to provide a range of light industrial uses and 

supporting industries.  They are not considered to be the primary locations for office uses 

(restricted to a maximum of 25% of the total floor area of the development) or for professional 

and/or personal services. 

 

 Section 6.4.2 Business Parks, policy 6-49. 

 Section 6.5.3 Large Format Retail 

 

iv) encourage better utilization and intensification of industrial areas for industrial activities; 

 

 Section 6.4.1 Industrial Lands, policies 6-41, 6-42 and 6-44. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments for the support, protection and intensification of industrial land uses. 
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2.2.4 c) identify the Mixed Employment areas and their boundaries on a map generally consistent 

with the Regional Land Use Designation map (Map 2); 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 

2.2.4 d )include policies for Mixed Employment areas which: 

i) support a mix of industrial, commercial, office and other related employment uses, while 

maintaining support for established industrial areas, including potential intensification policies 

for industrial activities, where appropriate; 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 Chapter 6.1 Employment Generating Opportunities, policy 6-4. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments that may support a greater mix of employment-based land uses within 

the municipality. 

 

ii) allow large and medium format retail, where appropriate, provided that such development will 

not undermine the broad objectives of the Regional Growth Strategy; 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 Chapter 6.1 Employment Generating Opportunities, policy 6-4. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments that may support a greater mix of employment-based land uses within 

the municipality. 

 

iii) support the regional objective of concentrating commercial and other major trip-generating 

uses in Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas; 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 Chapter 6.1 Employment Generating Opportunities, policies 6-1 through 6-4. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments that may support a greater mix of employment-based land uses within 

the municipality. 

 

iv) where Mixed Employment areas are located within Urban Centres or Frequent Transit 

Development Areas, support higher density commercial development and allow employment and 

service activities consistent with the intent of Urban Centres or Frequent Transit Development 

Areas; 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 Chapter 6.1 Employment Generating Opportunities, policies 6-1 through 6-4. 
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 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments that may support a greater mix of employment-based land uses within 

the municipality. 

 

v) allow low density infill / expansion based on currently accepted local plans and policies in 

Mixed Employment areas and support increases in density only where the Mixed Employment 

area has transit service or where an expansion of transit service has been identified in 

TransLink’s strategic transportation plans for the planned densities; 

 

 The Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Mixed Employment lands within the 

District of Maple Ridge. 

 Note: The District of Maple Ridge is currently undertaking the preparation of a Commercial 

and Industrial Land Use Strategy that is anticipated to result in Official Community Plan 

policy amendments that may support a greater mix of employment-based land uses within 

the municipality. 

 

2.2.4 e) include policies which help reduce environmental impacts and promote energy 

efficiency. 

 

 Chapter 5.5 Air Quality, policies 5-39 through 5-42. 

 Note: The District is currently undertaking an Environment Management Strategy that may 

recommend Official Community Plan amendments to include additional policies that 

promote energy efficiency. 

 

 

Strategy 2.3 : Protect the supply of agricultural land and promote  
  agricultural viability with an emphasis on food production 

 

2.3.6 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a)  specify the Agricultural areas and their boundaries on a map generally consistent with the 

Regional Land Use Designations map (Map 2); 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies lands 

designated Agricultural and Parks within the ALR.  These land uses are generally 

consistent with the Regional Land Use Designation of “Agriculture” identified on the Maple 

Ridge Regional Context Statement - Regional Land Use Designations map. 

 

b) include policies to support agricultural viability including those which: 

i) assign appropriate regional land use designations that support agricultural viability and 

discourage non-farm uses that do not complement agriculture; 

 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policies 6-9 

through 6-14. 

 

ii) discourage subdivision of agricultural land leading to farm fragmentation; 

 

 Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policies 6-12 and 6-13. 
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iii) where feasible, and appropriate with other governments and agencies, maintain and improve 

transportation, drainage and irrigation infrastructure to support agricultural activities; 

 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policy 7-9. 

 

iv) manage the agricultural-urban interface to protect the integrity and viability of agricultural 

operations (e.g. buffers between agricultural and urban areas or edge planning); 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policies 2-2, 2-4 and 2-6. 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Section 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy, 

policy 6-6. (Note: Maple Ridge Agricultural Plan endorsed by Council Resolution R/09-516 

in December 2009). 

 Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policies 6-10, 6-12 and 6-13. 

 

v) demonstrate support for economic development opportunities for agricultural operations (e.g. 

processing, agri-tourism, farmers’ markets and urban agriculture); 

 

 Section 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy, policies 6-5 through 6-8. 

 Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policies 6-9 through 6-14. 

 

vi) encourage the use of agricultural land, with an emphasis on food production; 

 

 Section 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy, policies 6-7and 6-8. 

 

vii) support educational programs that provide information on agriculture and its importance for 

the regional economy and local food systems. 

 

 Section 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy, policies 6-6 and 6-8. (Note: Maple Ridge 

Agricultural Plan endorsed by Council Resolution R/09-516in December 2009). 
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Goal 3: Protect the Environment and Respond to Climate Change  
  Impacts 
 

“Metro Vancouver’s vital ecosystems continue to provide the essentials of life – clean air, water 

and food.  A connected network of habitats is maintained for a wide variety of wildlife and plant 

species.  Protected natural areas provide residents and visitors with diverse recreational 

opportunities.  Strategies also help Metro Vancouver and member municipalities meet their 

greenhouse gas emission targets, and prepare for, and mitigate risks from climate change and 

natural hazards.” 

 

 

Strategy 3.1: Protect Conservation and Recreation lands 
 

Role of Municipalities: 

3.1.4 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a) identify the Conservation and Recreation areas and their boundaries on a map generally 

consistent with the Regional Land Use Designations map (Map 2); 

 

 Schedule “B” of the Official Community Plan (Bylaw 6425-2006) identifies lands 

designated Conservation, Forest, Park and Parks within the ALR.  These land uses are 

generally consistent with the Regional Land Use Designation of “Conservation and 

Recreation” identified on the Maple Ridge Regional Context Statement - Regional Land 

Use Designations map. 

 

b) include land use policies to support the protection of Conservation and Recreation areas that 

are generally consistent with the following: 

i) public service infrastructure, including the supply of high quality drinking water; 

 

 Chapter 4.3 Heritage, Section 4.3.1 Heritage Recognition, policy 4-40, and Section 4.3.2 

Heritage Management, policy 4-45. 

 Chapter 5.4 Water Resources, policies 5-32 through 5-38. 

 

ii) environmental conservation; 

 

 Chapter 5.2 Environmental Management Model, policies 5-1 through 5-8. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-9 through 5-16. 

 Chapter 5.4 Water Resources, policies 5-28 through 5-32. 

 

iii) recreation, primarily outdoor; 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, policies 4-7, 4-9 

and 4-10. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-15 and 5-16. 

 Chapter 10.3 Silver Valley Area Plan, Section 5.2.7 River Village Parks, Section 5.3.8 

Blaney, Forest and Horse Hamlets Parks and Schools and 5.4.5 Eco-Clusters Parks. 
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iv) education, research and training facilities and uses that serve conservation and/or recreation 

users; 

 

 Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, policies 4-5, 4-6, 4-7 and 4-8. 

 Chapter 6.5 Additional Employment Generating Opportunities, Section 6.5.1 Tourism. 

 Chapter 6.5 Additional Employment Generating Opportunities, Section 6.5.4 Forest. 

 

v) commercial uses, tourism activities, and public cultural or community amenities that are 

appropriately located, scaled and consistent with the intent of the designation; 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, policies 4-5, 4-7, 4-

8, 4-10 through 4-13. 

 Chapter 6.5 Additional Employment Generating Opportunities, Section 6.5.1 Tourism, 

policies 6-54, 6-55 and 6-56. 

 

c) include policies, where appropriate, that effectively buffer Conservation and Recreation areas 

from activities in adjacent areas. 

 

 Chapter 5.2 Environmental Management Model, policy 5-8. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-10 through 5-13 and 5-17. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, Section 5.3.1 Hillside Development, policies 5-20 through  

5-24. 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policy         

6-12(b). 

 

 

Strategy 3.2: Protect and enhance natural features and their 
connectivity 

 

Role of Municipalities: 

3.2.4 Adopt Regional Context Statements which include policies and/or maps that indicate how 

ecologically important areas and natural features will be managed (as conceptually shown on 

Map 10) (e.g. steep slopes and ravines, intertidal areas and other natural features not addressed 

in Strategy 3.1). 

 

 Schedule “C” of the Maple Ridge Official Community Plan (Bylaw No. 6425-2006) 

identifies Natural Features including conservation lands, forests and major parks; Fraser 

River 200 Year Floodplain, Kanaka Creek Floodplain (interpreted) and Alouette River 

Floodplain, Canadian Wildlife Service Wetlands and the Fraser River Escarpment. 

 

3.2.5 In collaboration with other agencies, develop and manage municipal components of the 

Metro Vancouver Regional Recreation Greenway Network and connect community trails, 

bikeways and greenways to the Regional Recreation Greenway Network where appropriate. 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, policies 4-8, 4-9 

and 4-10. 

 Chapter 5.2 Environmental Management Model, policies 5-3, 5-7and 5-8. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-15 and 5-16. 

 Chapter 7.6 Multi-Use Equestrian Trails, policies 7-42 and 7-43. 
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3.2.6 Identify where appropriate measures to protect, enhance and restore ecologically 

important systems, features, corridors and establish buffers along watercourses, coastlines, 

agricultural lands, and other ecologically important features (e.g. conservation covenants, land 

trusts, tax exemptions and ecogifting). 

 

 Chapter 5.2 Environmental Management Model, policy 5-8. 

 Chapter 5.4 Water Resources, policy 5-30. 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture, policy 6-

12(b). 

 Chapter 8 Development Permit Guidelines, Watercourse Protection Development Permit 

Area Guidelines. 

 

3.2.7 Consider watershed and ecosystem planning and/or Integrated Stormwater Management 

Plans in the development of municipal plans. 

 

 Chapter 5.4 Water Resources, policies 5-28, 5-29, 5-32 and 5-33. 

 

 

Strategy 3.3 : Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that  
reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, 
and improve air quality 

 

Role of Municipalities: 

3.3.4 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a) identify how municipalities will use their land development and transportation strategies to 

meet their greenhouse gas reduction targets and consider how these targets will contribute to 

the regional targets; 

 

 Chapter 5.6 Preparing for Climate Change, policies 5-43 through 5-45. 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-1, 7-3 and 7-4. 

 

b) identify policies and/or programs that reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas 

emissions, and improve air quality from land use and transportation infrastructure, such as: 

o existing building retrofits and construction of new buildings to green performance 

guidelines or standards, district energy systems, and energy recovery and renewable 

energy generation technologies, such as solar panels and geoexchange systems, and 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure; 

 

o community design and facility provisions that encourages transit, cycling and walking 

(e.g. direct and safe pedestrian and cycling linkages to the transit system); 

 

 Chapter 5.5 Air Quality, policies 5-39 through 5-42. 

 Chapter 5.6 Preparing for Climate Change, policies 5-43, 5-44 and 5-45. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 2.2 Integrating Green Infrastructure, policies 

2-21 through 2-24. 
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c) focus infrastructure and amenity investments in Urban Centres and Frequent Transit 

Development Areas, and at appropriate locations along TransLink’s Frequent Transit Network; 

 

 Chapter 9.1 Municipal Services, Section 9.1.1 Municipal Infrastructure, policies 9-1, 9-2 

and 9-3. 

 

d) implement land use policies and development control strategies which support integrated 

storm water management and water conservation objectives. 

 

 Chapter 5.4 Water Resources, policies 5-28, 5-30, 5-32 through 5-38. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 2.2.1 Protection of Natural Features. 

 

 

Strategy 3.4: Encourage land use and transportation infrastructure that  
improve the ability to withstand climate change impacts 
and natural hazard risks 

 

Role of Municipalities: 

3.4.4 Adopt Regional Context Statements that include policies to encourage settlement 

patterns that minimize risks associated with climate change and natural hazards (e.g. 

earthquake, flooding, erosion, subsidence, mudslides, interface fires). 

 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-10 through 5-14, 5-18 and 5-19. 

 Section 5.3.1 Hillside Development, policies 5-20 through 5-24. 

 

3.4.5 Consider incorporating climate change and natural hazard risk assessments into the 

planning and location of municipal utilities, assets and operations. 

 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policy 5-9. 

 Chapter 5.6 Preparing for Climate Change, policy 5-43. 

 Chapter 9.1 Municipal Services, Section 9.1.1 Municipal Infrastructure, policy 9-4 

 Section 9.1.2 Septic Systems, policies 9-5 and 9-6. 

 Section 9.1.3 Waste Reduction and Recycling, policies 9-7, 9-8 and 9-9. 
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Goal 4: Develop Complete Communities 
 

“Metro Vancouver is a region of communities with a diverse range of housing choices suitable for 

residents at any stage of their lives.  The distribution of employment and access to services and 

amenities builds complete communities throughout the region.  Complete communities are 

designed to support walking, cycling and transit, and to foster healthy lifestyles.” 

 

 

Strategy 4.1: Provide diverse and affordable housing choices 
 

Role of Municipalities: 

4.1.7 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a) include policies or strategies that indicate how municipalities will work towards meeting the 

estimate future housing demand as set out in Appendix Table A.4, which: 

i) ensure the need for diverse housing options is articulated in municipal plans and policies, 

including neighbourhood and area plans; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policies 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-5 and 2-6. 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, section 3.1.1 Housing and Land Requirements, policy 3-1. 

 Section 3.1.2 Community Character and Sense of Place, policies 3-2, 3-3 and 3-5. 

 Section 3.1.3 Residential Designations policies 3-8, 3-12, 3-15, 3-17, 3-18 (1) and (2). 

 Section 3.1.4 Residential Infill and Compatibility Criteria, policies 3-19 (1) and (2), 3-20 

and 3-21. 

 Section 3.1.5 Urban Reserve. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements, policy 

3-1. 

 

ii) increase the supply and diversity of the housing stock through infill developments, more 

compact housing forms and increased density; 

 

 Section 3.1.4 Residential Infill and Compatibility Criteria 

 

iii) in collaboration with the federal government and the province, assist in increasing the supply 

of affordable rental units for households with low or low to moderate incomes through policies, 

such as density bonus provisions, inclusionary zoning or other mechanisms, particularly in areas 

that are well served by transit; 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and Special Needs Housing, policies 3-27 through 3-33. 

 

iv) encourage and facilitate affordable housing development through measures such as reduced 

parking requirements, streamlined and prioritized approval processes, below market leases of 

publicly owned property, and fiscal measures. 

 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements, 

policies 3-1, 3-7 and 3-8. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.0 Multi-Modal Transportation Network, 

Section 5.1 Offering Transportation Choices, policy 5-4. 
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 *Note: Section 10.0 of the Off-Street parking and Loading Bylaw No. 4350-1990 (as 

amended), outlines provisions for reduced parking standards for multi-family non-market 

housing, Seniors Independent Living, Assisted Living, Supportive Housing and Congregate 

Care facilities. 

 

4.1.8 Prepare and implement Housing Action Plans which:  

a) assesses local housing market conditions, by tenure, including assessing housing supply, 

demand and affordability; 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and Special Needs Housing, policies 3-27, 3-28, 3-29 and 

3-31. 

 Note: The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 

 

b) identify housing priorities, based on the assessment of local housing market conditions, and 

consideration of changing household demographics, characteristics and needs; 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and special Needs Housing, policies 3-27, 3-29, 3-30,      

3-31 and 3-32. 

 Note: The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 

 

c) identify implementation measures within the jurisdiction and financial capabilities of 

municipalities, including actions set out in Action 4.1.7; 

 

 The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 

 

d) encourage the supply of new rental housing and where appropriate mitigate or limit the loss of 

existing rental housing stock; 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and special Needs Housing, policies 3-30 through 3-33. 

 Note: The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 

 

e) identify opportunities to participate in programs with other levels of government to secure 

additional affordable housing units to meet housing needs across the continuum; 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and special Needs Housing, policy 3-28. 

 Note: The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 

 

f) cooperate with and facilitate the activities of the Metro Vancouver Housing Corporation under 

Action 4.1.5. 

 

 Chapter 3.2 Affordable, Rental and special Needs Housing, policy 3-28. 

 Note: The Maple Ridge Housing Action Plan is currently in preparation with an anticipated 

Council endorsement/adoption date in 2014. 
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Strategy 4.2 : Develop healthy and complete communities with access to  
   a range of services and amenities 
 

4.2.4 Include policies within municipal plans or strategies, that may be referenced in the 

Regional Context Statements which: 

a) support compact, mixed use, transit, cycling and walking oriented communities; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community. 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, Section 3.1.2 Community Character and Sense of Place. 

 Section 3.1.3 Residential Designations, policies 3-18 (1) and (2). 

 Section 3.1.4 Residential Infill and Compatibility Criteria. 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness Community & 

Cultural Services, policies 4-2, 4-5, 4-7 through 4-11 and 4-13. 

 Chapter 7.3 Transit. 

 Chapter 7.4 Cyclists. 

 Chapter 7.5 Pedestrians. 

 Chapter 7.6 Multi-Use and Equestrian Trails. 

 Chapter 10.2 Albion Area Plan, Section 10.2.6 Village Centre. 

 Chapter 10.3 Silver Valley Area Plan, Section 5.2 River Village and Section 5.3 Hamlets. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 1.2 8 Guiding Sustainability Principles, 

Section 1.2.1 Goals and Objectives, Section 3.2 General Land-Use Requirements, Section 

4.0 Park and Conservation, Section 5.1 Offering Transportation Choices and Section 5.2 

Defining the Transportation Network. 

 

b) locate community, arts, cultural, recreational, institutional, medical/health, social service, 

education facilities and affordable housing development in Urban Centres or areas with good 

access to transit; 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, Community & 

Cultural Services. 

 Section 4.1.4 Diverse Population. 

 Chapter 4.2 Institutional. 

 Chapter 4.3 Heritage, Section 4.3.2 Heritage Management. 

 Chapter 6.5 Additional Employment Generating Opportunities, Section 6.5.5 Post 

Secondary Educational Institutions. 

 

c) provide public spaces and other place-making amenities for increased social interaction and 

community engagement; 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness Community & 

Cultural Services. 

 Section 4.1.4 Diverse Population, policies 4-18 and 4-19. 
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d) support active living through the provision of recreation facilities, parks, trails, and safe and 

inviting pedestrian and cycling environments; 

 

 Chapter 4.1 Social Sustainability, Section 4.1.2 Community Wellness, Community & 

Cultural Services, policies 4-5, 4-7 through 4-13. 

 Chapter 5.2 Environmental Management Model, policies 5-7 and 5-8. 

 Chapter 5.3 Land Resources, policies 5-14, 5-15 and 5-16. 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policies 7-10, 7-11, 7-13 and 7-15. 

 Chapter 7.4 Cyclists. 

 Chapter 7.5 Pedestrians. 

 Chapter 7.6 Multi-Use and Equestrian Trails. 

 

e) support food production and distribution throughout the region, including in urban areas, roof 

top gardens, green roofs and community gardens on private and municipally-owned lands and 

healthy food retailers, such as grocery stores and farmers’ markets near housing and transit 

services; 

 

 Chapter 6.2 Agricultural Opportunities, Section 6.2.1 Economic Development Strategy. 

 Section 6.2.2 Sustainable Agriculture. 

 

f) assess overall health implications of proposed new communities, infrastructure and 

transportation services, including air quality and noise, with input from public health authorities; 

 

 Chapter 2.1 Growth Management, Section 2.1.2 A Compact and Unique Community, 

policy 2-5. 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, Section 3.1.2 Community Character and Sense of Place,        

policy 3-5. 

 Chapter 5.5 Air Quality, policies 5-39 through 5-42. 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-1 and 7-4. 

 Chapter 10.1 Area Planning, policy 10-3. 

 

g) support universally accessible community design; 

 

 Chapter 3.1 Residential, policy 3-1. 

 Section 3.1.2 Community Character and Sense of Place, policy 3-5. 

 Chapter 7.5 Pedestrians, policy 7-38. 

 

h) where appropriate, identify small  scale Local Centres in General Urban areas that provide a 

mix of housing types, local-servicing commercial activities and good access to transit.  Local 

Centres are not intended to compete with or compromise the role of Urban Centres and should 

preferably be located within Frequent Transit Development areas; 

 

 Chapter 6.3 Commercial Opportunities, Section 6.3.6 Neighbourhood Commercial 

Centres, policies 6-30, 6-32 and 6-33. 

 Section 6.3.8 Historic Commercial, policies 6-37 through 6-39. 
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i) recognize the Special Employment Areas as shown on the Local Centres, Hospitals and Post-

Secondary Institutions map (Map 11). Special Employment Areas are located outside of Urban 

Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas, and are region-serving, special purpose 

facilities that have a high level of related transportation activity due to employee, student or 

passenger trips. 

 

 Map 11 of the Regional Growth Strategy does not identify any Special Employment Areas 

in the District of Maple Ridge. 
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Goal 5: Support Sustainable Transportation Choices 
 

“Metro Vancouver’s compact, transit-oriented urban form supports a range of sustainable 

transportation choices.  This pattern of development expands the opportunities for transit, 

multiple-occupancy vehicles, cycling and walking, encourages active lifestyles, and reduces 

energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, household expenditure on transportation, and improves 

air quality.  The region’s road, transit, rail and waterway networks play a vital role in serving and 

shaping regional development, providing linkages among the region’s communities and providing 

vital goods movement networks.” 

 

 

Strategy 5.1: Coordinate land use and transportation to encourage  
   transit, multiple-occupancy vehicles, cycling and walking 
 

Role of Municipalities: 

5.1.6 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a) identify land use and transportation policies and actions, and describe how they are 

coordinated, to encourage a greater share of trips made by transit, multiple-occupancy vehicles, 

cycling and walking, and to support TransLink’s Frequent Transit Network; 

 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-1 through 7-5. 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policies 7-9, 7-10, 7-11 and 7-15. 

 Chapter 7.3 Transit, policies 7-16 through 7-24. 

 Chapter 7.4 Cyclists, policies 7-25 through 7-33. 

 Chapter 7.5 Pedestrians, policies 7-34 through 7-41. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.2 Defining the Transportation Network. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Figure 3 Future Rapid Transit Route identifies the 

potential future location of a rapid transit route along the Lougheed Highway in the 

Regional City Centre. 

 The District will work towards consistency between the OCP and RGS over time through 

the completion of the Maple Ridge Transportation Plan.  (Note: The Transportation Plan is 

currently under preparation with an anticipated completion in 2013.) 

 

b) identify policies and actions that support the development and implementation of municipal 

and regional transportation system and demand management strategies, such as parking pricing 

and supply measures, transit priority measures, ridesharing, and car-sharing programs; 

 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.1 Offering Transportation Choices, policies 

5-4, 5-5 and 5-6. 

 The District will work towards consistency between the OCP and RGS over time through 

the completion of the Maple Ridge Transportation Plan.  (Note: The Transportation Plan is 

currently under preparation with an anticipated completion in 2013.) 

 

c) identify policies and actions to manage and enhance municipal infrastructure to support 

transit, multiple-occupancy vehicles, cycling and walking. 

 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-1, 7-4 and 7-5. 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network, policies 7-10, 7-11 and 7-14. 
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 Chapter 7.3 Transit, policies 7-16, 7-17, 7-19, 7-20, 7-23 and 7-24. 

 Chapter 7.4 Cyclists, policies 7-25, 7-26 and 7-29 through 7-33. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.1 Offering Transportation Choices, policies 

5-1 and 5-2. 

 The District will work towards consistency between the OCP and RGS over time through 

the completion of the Maple Ridge Transportation Plan.  (Note: The Transportation Plan is 

currently under preparation with an anticipated completion in 2013.) 

 

 

Strategy 5.2: Coordinate land use and transportation to support the safe 
and efficient movement of vehicles for passengers, goods 
and services 

 

Role of Municipalities: 

5.2.3 Adopt Regional Context Statements which: 

a) identify routes on a map for the safe and efficient movement of goods and service vehicles to, 

from, and within Urban Centres, Frequent Transit Development Areas, Industrial, Mixed 

Employment and Agricultural areas, Special Employment Area, ports, airports and international 

border crossings; 

 

 Figure 4 – Proposed Major Corridor Network Plan (2005 – 2031) identifies the current 

(Nov. 14, 2006) and proposed major transportation routes within the District. 

 Note: The District is currently preparing a Transportation Plan which may include proposed 

changes to Figure 4 – Proposed Major Corridor Network Plan (2005 – 2031). 

 

b) identify land use and related policies and actions that support optimizing the efficient 

movement of vehicles for passengers, Special Employment Areas, goods and services on the 

Major Road Network, provincial highways, and federal transportation facilities; 

 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policies 7-1, 7-2 and 7-3. 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policies 7-8, 7-9, 7-10, 7-12 and 7-14. 

 Note: The District is currently preparing a Transportation Plan that may include additional 

policies and actions that further address this Strategy. 

 

c) support the development of local and regional transportation system management strategies, 

such as the provision of information to operators of goods and service vehicles for efficient travel 

decisions, management of traffic flow using transit priority measures, coordinated traffic 

signalization, and lane management; 

 

 Chapter 7.1 Transportation, policy 7-1. 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policies 7-6 through 7-11. 

 Chapter 7.3 Transit, policy 7-18. 

 Note: The District is currently preparing a Transportation Plan that may include additional 

policies and actions that further address this Strategy. 
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d) identify policies and actions which support the protection of rail rights-of-way and access 

points to navigable waterways in order to reserve the potential for goods movement, in 

consideration of the potential impacts on air quality, habitat and communities. 

 

 Chapter 7.2 Road Network Plan, policies 7-12 and 7-13. 

 Chapter 10.4 Town Centre Area Plan, Section 5.2.2 Enhancing the Multi-Modal Network, 

policy 5-13. 

 The District will work towards consistency between the OCP and RGS over time through 

the completion of the Maple Ridge Transportation Plan.  (Note: The Transportation Plan is 

currently under preparation with an anticipated completion in 2013.) 
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Regional Growth Strategy Implementation Framework 
 

6.2 Regional Context Statements:  Providing for Appropriate Municipal 
Flexibility 

 

 

6.2.7 A municipality may include language in its Regional Context Statement that permits 

amendments to the municipality’s Official Community Plan to adjust the boundaries of regional 

land use designations (or their equivalent Official Community Plan designation) within the Urban 

Containment Boundary, provided that: 

 

a) the municipality may re-designate land from one regional land use designation to another 

regional land use designation, only if the aggregate area of all proximate sites so re-designated 

does not exceed one hectare; 

 

 The Maple Ridge Official Community Plan hereby permits such amendments. 

 

b)  notwithstanding section 6.2.7(a), for sites that are three hectares or less, the municipality may 

re-designate land: 

 

 from Mixed Employment or Industrial to General Urban land use designation, if the site is 

located on the edge of an Industrial or Mixed Employment area and the developable 

portion of the site will be predominantly within 150 metres of an existing or approved 

rapid transit station on TransLink’s Frequent Transit Network; or 

 from Industrial to Mixed Employment land use designation if the developable portion of 

the site will be predominantly within 250 metres of an existing or approved rapid transit 

station on TransLink’s Frequent Transit Network; 

 

provided that: 

 

 the re-designation does not impede direct rail, waterway, road or highway access for 

industrial uses; and 

 the aggregate area of all proximate sites that area re-designated does not exceed three 

hectares; 

 

 The Maple Ridge Official Community Plan hereby permits such amendments. 

 

c) the aggregate area of land affected by all re-designations under section 6.2.7(a) and (b) 

together cannot exceed two percent of the municipality’s total lands within each applicable 

regional land use designation. 

 

 The Maple Ridge Official Community Plan hereby permits such amendments. 

 

6.2.8 A municipality may include language in its Regional Context Statement that permits 

amendments to the municipality’s Official Community Plan to adjust the boundaries of the 

municipality’s Urban Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas, provided such boundary 

adjustments meet the guidelines set out in Table 3 (Guidelines for Urban Centres and Frequent 

Transit Development Areas) of the Regional Growth Strategy. 
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 The Maple Ridge Official Community Plan hereby permits such amendments. 

 

6.2.9 Municipalities will notify Metro Vancouver of all adjustments, as permitted by sections 6.2.7 

and 6.2.8, as soon as practicable after the municipality has adopted its Official Community Plan 

amendment bylaw. 

 

 The District of Maple Ridge will implement policy 6.2.9 of the Regional Growth Strategy. 

 

6.2.10 If a municipality includes language in its Regional Context Statement that permits 

amendments to the municipality’s Official Community Plan to adjust the boundaries of regional 

land use designations within the Urban Containment Boundary or the boundaries of Urban 

Centres and Frequent Transit Development Areas, as permitted by sections 6.2.7 and 6.2.8 

respectively, the prescribe adjustments do not require and amendment to the municipality’s 

Regional Context Statement.  All other adjustments to regional land use designation boundaries 

will require and amendment to the municipality’s Regional Context Statement, which must be 

submitted to the Metro Vancouver Board for acceptance in accordance with the requirements of 

the Local Government Act. 

 

 The Maple Ridge Official Community Plan hereby permits such amendments. 
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