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Calgary Context



City Extent

Area: 848 km2 (84,820 ha)

For context…

1.3 x City of Toronto (630 km2)

7 x City of Vancouver (115 km2)

22 x City of Melbourne (38 km2)



Climate



Cambrian Heights 1890s

1890s Vision for a “City of trees”



Cambrian Heights 1890s

1890s Vision for a “City of trees”





Tree Planting Legacy

Time of Development Tree Canopy



Driving Strategies

• Parks Urban Forest Strategic Plan
• Goal: Sustainable urban forest and a tree canopy goal of 20% (growing at 1%  

per decade)

• Council Priority of ‘a healthy and green city’
• Indicator: Canopy cover



City of Calgary Canopy Today



Some context

City Canopy 
Cover (%)

Canopy 
Cover (ha)

Canopy Target (%) Canopy Cover 
Increase Needed 

(ha)

Annual Increase 
Needed (ha)

Calgary 8% ~7,000 20% (y2140) 10,000 85

Toronto 27% ~17,000 40% (y2062) 8,000 160

Vancouver 18% ~2,000 22% (y2050) 500 12

Melbourne 11% ~400 40% (y2040 public 
only)

190 16

To meet its 20% canopy target by 2,140, Calgary needs to:
- Add 85 ha of canopy every year
- Plant enough trees to compensate for canopy lost

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Toronto has favourable climate, natural regeneration and double the tax base



The questions…

• How many trees does Calgary need to plant annually…
• On public land?
• On private land?
• To compensate for tree mortality?
• To grow the canopy by 85 ha per year?

• How many opportunities are there to plant new trees?















Understanding the Opportunities
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Understanding the Opportunities







Public planting rates

Assess budget implications:
• Maintain current 8% cover: plant 6,000 

trees per year

• Reach 17% canopy (all current opportunities 
plus replace): plant 11,000 trees per year

• Reach 20% canopy (all current opportunities 
plus new development): plant ~14,000 trees 
per year
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
City’s average planting rate pre-2015 was 4,200 trees per year plus another 6,000 



Thank you!
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